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Logos over the years:

2011 Board of Directors:
Welcome Ann Arbor Jaycees, Alumni and
Honored Guest s,

Thank you for joining us tonight as we celebrate our 75th

Anniversary!  What an amazing accomplishment!  We are
so excited to be able to share with you all of the history and
traditions of our chapter, while celebrating new traditions.
We continue to impact our community and our members
and build tomorrow’s leaders today.  We are very proud of
what this chapter has achieved over the last 75 years and
look forward to what it can achieve over the next 75.

We are also very proud of our Outstanding Young Michigan-
der and Distinguished Service Award recipients.  Each
recipient has gone above and beyond in their own way to
make the world around them a better place.  We are very
excited to honor them tonight.

Thank you for sharing your evening with us.  You are proof
that “Service to humanity is the BEST work of life!”

Very sincerely,
Mary Jo Knitter
77th President – Imagine the Possibilities
Ann Arbor Jaycees

The Ann Arbor Jaycees would like to thank the
following for their assist ance with tonight’ s
program:  The Ann Arbor District Library; The
Bentley Historical Museum; Bob Beard, former
Michigander Editor; Paul Ballinger, former execu-
tive director of the Michigan Jaycees; former and
current Jaycees Ingrid Sheldon (former Mayor of
Ann Arbor), Judi Lintott and Sara C. Maddock (and
her uncle Peter Goddeyne); and the staff at the
“Oldnews.”

Jaycee Creed

We Believe...
That faith in God gives meaning and purpose to human life;

That the brotherhood of man transcends the sovereignty of
nations;

That economic justice can best be won by free men through
free enterprise;

That government should be of laws rather than of men;

That earth's great treasure lies in human personality;

And that service to humanity is the best work of life.

- C. William Brownfield

OTTO Award Years*:

1974-1975         1997-1998
2001                  2008

* The C.W. “Bill” Otto award started in 1953-1954 and is
given annually to the #1 Michigan chapter in every

phase of Jaycee involvement.



Jubilee’ s Program
sPledge of Allegiance,,Sue Foltin

sWelcome by Michelle McAllister, Diamond Jubilee Chairperson
sOpening Remarks by Mary Jo Knitter, 77th Ann Arbor Jaycees President

sRemarks by 87th David Q. Worthams, Michigan Jaycees President
sDistinguished Service Awards / Outstanding Young Michigander Awards by Fay Poissant, Chairperson

sRemarks by Michelle McAllister, 17th Ann Arbor Jaycees Foundation President
sSpecial Recognitions

sClosing Remarks by Mary Jo Knitter
sJaycee Creed

* Immediately following the official program we will have a Past President picture.
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Who’s Who - President s
Ann Arbor Junior Chamber of Commerce President s:

Ann Arbor Jaycees Foundation President s:

#: Year: President:
1st 1996 William P. Hawkins
2nd 1997 David Lieber
3rd 1998 Ronald F. Lochocki, Jr.
4th 1999 Daniel E. Whisler
5th 2000 Sigrid Witter
6th 2001 John Gaffield

#: Year: President:
7th 2002 Scott Chisholm
8th 2003 Kim (Shanks) Myer
9th 2004 Jenni Teichow Borden
10th 2005 John Fohrman
11th 2006 Linda Cox
12

th
2007 Susan K. Foltin

#: Year: President:
13th 2007 Danielle Gillespie
14th 2008 John Grycza
15th 2009 Hilda McDonald
16th 2010 Beth Hill
17th 2011 Michelle McAllister

#: Year: President:
1st 1936 Franklin C. Forsythe
2nd 1937 H. Bruce Palmer
3rd 1938 J.C. Cahill
4th 1939 Wilson H. White
5th 1940 J.W. Meadows
6th 1941 Raleigh Saunders
7th 1942 F.C. “Bud” Moseley
8th 1943 Ivan L. Friday
9th 1944 Jack Castor
10th 1945 Richard W. Sinn
11th 1946 Kenneth Heininger
12th 1947 Lawrence Ouimet
13th 1948 Wagar A. Glas
14th 1949 John W. Rae
15th 1950 George Coons
16th 1951 Gil Caswell
17th 1952 Otis Hardy
18th 1953 Bruce Maslin
19th 1954 Walter Jarvis
20th 1955 Jack Grimston
21st 1956 Irv Halman
22nd 1957 William Frakes
23rd 1958 Bud Roberts
24th 1959 Herbert Weurth
25th 1960 Walter Derr
26th 1961 Doug Nobilette

#: Year: President:
27th 1962 Kenneth MacAdam
28th 1963 Richard A. Simon
29th 1964 Kenneth Copp
30th 1965 Edward L. Barnard
31st 1966 Thomas E. Bletcher
32nd 1967 Lloyd E. Fairbanks
33rd 1968 Dennis Michalak
34th 1969 Thomas Niswonger
35th 1970 James Dunbrock
36th 1971 Gerald Bell
37th 1972 Richard Joan
38th 1973 Clifford Sheldon
39th 1974 Donald McGee
40th 1975 Richard Weid
41st 1976 Jerry Mrozinski
42nd 1977 Clinton Smith
43rd 1978 Fern Garcia
44th 1979 Gary Brewer
45th 1980 Leon Hieber
46th 1981 Roger Jahnke
47th 1982 Jim Jahnke
48th 1982 Rick Jarzembowski
49th 1983 Dave Hieber
50th 1984 Kent Peterson
51st 1985 Jim Adams
52nd 1986 Karl C. Thoms

#: Year: President:
53rd 1987 Ethel M. Thoms
54th 1988 Nancy Kueckels-Averill
55th 1989 John A. Baker
56th 1990 Brian M. O’Neil
57th 1991 Kathy Szakatis
58th 1992 Barry Marshall
59th 1993 Daniel E. Whisler
60th 1994 Julia L. Berndt
61st 1995 Ronald F. Lochocki, Jr.
62nd 1996 Teri Marshall
63rd 1997 Vanessa E. Horning
64th 1998 Puneet Sahi
65th 1999 Kenneth J. Lochocki
66th 2000 Kimberley A. Shanks
67th 2001 Michelle MacDonald
68th 2002 Jenni Teichow Borden
69th 2003 Fay Poissant
70th 2004 Byron Myer
71st 2005 Sue L. Faust
72nd 2006 Beth Hill
73rd 2007 Karen Hillegonds
74th 2008 Scott Chisholm
75th 2009 Jessica Pelleran
76th 2010 Stefanie Layher
77th 2011 Mary Jo Knitter
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The Ann Arbor Jaycees began with a small group of young
men meeting at the Michigan Union. For some time, the
price of admission to those meetings was to bring along a
new member. Chartered in 1936 with Franklin C. Forsythe
as President, the Ann Arbor chapter was one of the first in
the state.

1936 - 1949

The Ann Arbor Jaycees (known as the Junior
Chamber of Commerce) began the first of many
community recycling programs in 1941.  Source:
Ann Arbor District Library.

Article featured in the Ann Arbor News, Saturday, May 15,
1937, shows a brand new house sponsored by the Ann
Arbor Junior Chamber of Commerce (Jaycees) located at
2120 Brockman Blvd and was one of the chapter’s first
fund-raisers.  The house was filled with modern conve-
niences and opened to the public through May 23, 1937.
The house still stands today, as seen below, and according
to zillow.com, is estimated to be worth approximately
$295,000.

“From war
bonds to
“defense”
bonds.  The
Jaycees
sponsored this
booth in 1945.”
Source: Ann
Arbor, A
Pictorial
History, page
150 and
Bentley
Historical
Library.

“The Jaycees set up this “bond shelter” in July 1942 on the
court-house lawn.  Opportunities to purchase war bonds and
stamps existed throughout the war, and most, like this one,
were quite successful.  The shelter’s second day sales alone
totalled nearly $1300.” Source: Ann Arbor, A Pictorial History.
page 145.  Ann Arbor District Library.
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“[Mayor] Brown had a flair for dramatizing even
seemingly dull subjects like parking, and for
involving the public in them. He opened the
structure with great flourish on May 26, 1949.
The day included a public open house and a
formal ceremony followed by a big party in the
evening. The evening events were held on the
roof of the structure. Dignitaries from two dozen
communities joined 2,000 townsfolk for
speeches, presentation of a flag by the Erwin
Prieskorn VFW post, and music by the Ann Arbor
High School band. The party featured square
dancing and food supplied by the Junior Cham-
ber of Commerce.”   The photo above is what
remains of that parking structure today. Source:
Published In: Ann Arbor Observer, May 1990,
The Unsinkable Mayor Brown.

Source: Ann Arbor, A Pictorial History. page 151. Ann Arbor District
Library.

The Builders, Merchant and Automotive Show started circa 1943 or 1944
and was one of the major fund-raisers for the chapter which ran for over
20 years (well into the early 1960’s.)  The article and ad shown here are
from the Ann Arbor News, April 5, 1961, pages 9 and 16.  Eventually the
Ann Arbor Jaycees would take over the management of the carnival,
which would become the major chapter fund-raiser up to current times.

1936 - 1949

The Ann Arbor
Junior Chamber
of Commerce
had an annual
Pumpkin Drive.
No details are
available regard-
ing how this
project worked or
when it ran.

Based on the
age of the
vehicles,
probably
sometime in
the 1940’s.
Source:
Bentley
Historical
Library.
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Summer Carnival.
Whether it was 1951
or 1952 we are not
certain, but one of
these years saw the
first Ann Arbor Jay-
cees Summer Carni-
val, originally held at
Veterans Park before
later being relocated to
the parking lot of
Pioneer High School.
See next page for ad
featuring W.G. Wade
Shows which ap-
peared in the Ann
Arbor News, June 21,
1968, page 10.

“From “war to war” the forty acres which are now
Veteran’s Park were home to the Washtenaw
Country Fairgrounds.  When decreasing attendance
discontinued the annual fair in the 1950s, the city
acquired the grounds for park land.  In 1955
“Veteran’s Memorial Park” was dedicated as a
“suitable expression of the gratitude which the
community feels and holds for all the veterans of all
wars.”  Service organizations like the Jaycees held
fundraisers to provide recreational equipment and
facilities.” Source: Ann Arbor, A Pictorial History,
page 183 and the Bentley Historical Library.

1950 - 1969

Jay-Ceets program.  The Ann Arbor Jaycees were also one of
the first chapters to run a Jay-Ceets program in the
nation.  In September of 1962, over a 3-day period
in the parking lot of Arborland Mall, members of the
community could purchase a lap belt for $6 (or 2
for $12) and have them installed in the front seat.
They installed 2500 belts during this period.  The
following year, the project went national with over 1
million cars impacted.  Lap belts became standard
equipment in front seats of automobiles by 1965.

Lite-a-bumper .  Shown here
reflective tape being added to  rear
bumper of an automobile for safety.
Silver tape on the front and red tape
on the rear, this national Jaycee
program ran in 1953. (Snapshot
courtesy of Sara C. Maddock -
actual photo hanging at Weber’s.)
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In the late 1950’s the Ann Arbor Junior Chamber of Commerce
contributed to many significant events within the community.
From helping to organize the early years of the Ann Arbor Art
Fair  (illustrated on the left), to assisting with the Ann Arbor
Ethnic Fair , German Park  (1968-69) and finally contributing
financially to the establishment of the University of Michigan
Trauma Burn Center , one the first in the nation and  the first in
Michigan in 1959.

The Ann Arbor Jaycees have
records of holding an Annual Soap
Box Derby during the mid 1960’s.
The Auxiliary helped with many parts
including concessions, Queen of the
Derby and many other key pieces.

Other project s:
l Jaycee License Plates 1965-

1969
l Pig Bowl (Washtenaw County

Sheriffs vs. Ann Arbor City
Police) 1969 - 1970

1950 - 1969

1963 Michigan Constitution: Myth or Fact?   It has long since
been believed that the Ann Arbor Jaycees helped adopt this document.  Thanks to
the reference department at the Ann Arbor District Library, no mention of the Ann
Arbor Jaycees could be found; there was a reference to the Michigan Jaycees and
their endorsement of the document during the two and a half month recess of the
convention.  Perhaps the Ann Arbor Jaycees were active in a Get Out The Vote effort
when it came for ratification.  More research is needed.

The annual fireworks show that
originated at Buhr Park off Packard
Road was organized by N.B. Kelsay,
a long-time Ann Arbor grocer.  In
1968, he posted this ad in the June
28, 1968, Ann Arbor News (page 17).

The following year, the Ann Arbor Jaycees stepped forward to
take over the fundraising for this event which later moved to the
Ann Arbor Airport.



1970 - 1989

Although the Ann Arbor
Junior Chamber of Com-
merce took over the Annual
Fireworks show in 1969, the
late 1970’s / early 1980’s
saw them take it another
step.  In 1979, the pyrotech-
nic show was moved from
Buhr Park to the Ann Arbor
Municipal Airport. The
Jaycees didn’t stop there but
added an airshow and auto
race for an all-day celebra-
tion.  The Jaycees would
continue to manage this
project throughout the 1980’s
before turning it over to other
organizations (The Ann Arbor
News, Domino’s Pizza, O&W
Distributors, Comshare and
WIQB/WNRS radio) by 1989
or 1990.

The Ann Arbor Jaycees wasted no time when
recognizing outstanding leaders in their commu-
nity.  The above is a clipping from the Ann Arbor
News from January 4, 1974, seeking nominations
which were due by January 18th.  Below they honor
their DSA winner on January 24th, as written in the
Ann Arbor News the next day.
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Christmas T ree Sales.
Although we are not sure what
year this project started, it is
believed to have been around
during the 1970’s thru 2010.
Originally set up in the lot next
to Fox Tent & Awning on Main
Street, hundreds of live trees
were sold to the community
each year.  A trailer was leased
from another service organiza-
tion and many friendships and
marriages resulted
from the long
evenings around
the space heater.
In 2005, the tree lot
was relocated to the
Dollar Tree Store on
Washtenaw
(formerly Frank’s
Nursery). The live
tree market had stiff
competition from
artificial trees, and
this project ended in
2010.



Other project s:
l Dawn Farms Jamboree
l Ski Trip (Boyne weekend)
l Christmas in April
l SAY Carseats
l Thanksgiving Dinner
l Errands for the Elderly
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Benefit at the new Movies at Briarwood, 1973.
“Spearheading the charities’ fund-raising events are (l to r) Michael
James, administrator for the Institute for Burn Medicine; Paula Karnopp,
chairman for the Washtenaw Association for Retarded Children; Jean
Spence, president, Women’s Auxiliary, Ann Arbor Fire Fighters’
Association; Mike Collins, vice president, Ann Arbor Fire Fighters’
Association; Barbara Evans, volunteer for Spaulding for Children;
Chuck Wilkins, project chairman representing the Ann Arbor Jaycees;
Cliff Sheldon, president of the Ann Arbor Jaycees; Chairman Barbara
Nesbitt and Mike Slezak from Ozone House.” Source: The Advisor,
October 3, 1973.  When Briarwood Mall opened on October 3, 1973,

this event was held to raise funds for
Spaulding for Children, an adoption
agency that found homes for children
who might not otherwise be adopted
at no cost to the adopting family. A $5
contribution got you a 1-year
membership to Spaulding and a
complimentary ticket to the movie
“Electra Glide in Blue.”  Tickets could
be purchased through members of
the Jaycees.  Additional information
can be found in the Ann Arbor News,
October 3, 1973.

Source: Ann Arbor Newspaper, Sept 14, 1973,
page 5.

National AAU Junior
Olympics Champion-
ship, 1973:  When this
event came to Ann Arbor, the
Jaycees were there to do what
they do best - organize,
promote and supply man-
power.  This event featured
700 athletes between the
ages of 13 and 17 competing
in six different sports.

1970 - 1989



1990 - present

4th of July Parade.  In 1993, the City
of Ann Arbor approached the Jaycees
and asked them to take over the planning
of the Annual 4th of July Parade, which
was just in its third year.  The Jaycees
accepted the challenge and managed to
pull it off with only a few months of
organizing.  The staging area was at that time located off S. University and E.
University.  In 1994, the staging area was moved to the Maynard / Thompson area,
where it remains today.  The parade route encircles the streets of State, Liberty, Main
and William.  2011 was the 21st year of the parade.

In 1996, the Ann Arbor Jaycees took a giant step forward
towards impacting their community by establishing the Ann
Arbor Jaycees Foundation. In 1997, one of the key accom-
plishments that the Ann Arbor Jaycees achieved through the
Foundation was bringing the second largest display of the
AIDS Memorial Quilt that year.  The Foundation has gone on
to act as a fiscal agent for Jaycee projects such as the
Annual 4th of July Parade, the Easter Egg Scramble, Holiday
Helpers, etc.  In 2005, the Foundation reached its initial goal
of raising $50,000 for its endowment fund. allowing the
organization to start providing grants back to the community.
Most recently in 2011, the Foundation awarded grants to
Neutral Zone and Big Brothers / Big Sisters.
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Spring
Gallup.
The first 5K
Run / Walk
of the
season was
established
in the early
1990’s to

raise funds for the Hemophilia
Foundation of Michigan’s Camp
Bold Eagle program where
children between the ages of 6
and 13 learn to self-infuse.
Competition with other races led
to this project ending in the early
2000’s.

Forsythe Park Clean-up.   Named after the first Presi-
dent of the Ann Arbor Jaycees, today’s members journey to
the park for spring cleaning.  From weeding to raking to
washing down the benches to picking up the trash, the Ann
Arbor Jaycees make sure this park remains beautiful and a
place for the community to come and enjoy.



Summer Carnival.    After years of working with Wade
Shows, the Ann Arbor Jaycees switched to McDonagh’s Amuse-
ment, Inc, a Michigan-based company.  2011 was the 60th year of
the Annual Summer Carnival with profits exceeding $18,000.

Advances in technology .  Over the years, the
Jaycees moved with technology.  In the mid 1990’s the
chapter had its first website.  In 2005, the chapter set up its
first PayPal account,
allowing members to
pay for membership and
projects using credit
cards. And by 2010. the
newsletters were sent
via email, saving costs
on printing and postage.
Shown above is the new
Honeywell 435 com-
puter used by the US
Jaycees to input new
members circa 1970.
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Easter Egg Scramble.   By 2010, the Annual
Easter Egg Scramble had grown to the point where
several hundred children and their parents participated
in a morning of egg hunts, face painting, photo opportu-
nities with the bunny and Easter egg coloring.  Originally
held in Veterans Park, 2011 saw the Easter Egg
Scramble relocate to Buhr Park.

Other project s:
l 9/11 Response (food, goods, and over $3,000

raised for the American Red Cross)
l German Park
l Healing Hunger
l Holiday Helpers
l Put-in-Bay Weekend
l Vegas Nights / Poker Tournaments
l University of Michigan Tailgating
l Junior Jaycees Programs
l Self Defense Programs
l Relay for Life
l Business Tours
l Ronald McDonald House dinners

1990 - present

I am one...  but I am only one.
I cannot do everything, but I can do something.
What I can do, I will do, with the help of the Ann
Arbor Jaycees.



The Ann Arbor Jaycees Auxiliary
(aka Jaycee W omen)

Ann Arbor Junior Chamber of Commerce Auxiliary President s: Founded January 22, 1947

The Ann Arbor JCC Auxiliary was
chartered February 5, 1947, at the
Michigan League with forty Jaycee
wives present, when the constitution
was presented and ratified.  Providing
birthday cakes for the Michigan
Children’s Institute began at this time
and continued through the years.

Following are the projects of the year
and a few notes of interest that pertain
to our Auxiliary.

1947 - Perry Nursery School.  The
Builders Show concession stand
operated by the Auxiliary opened to
become an annual project.
1948 - University Hospital TB Ward.
The first membership tea was held.
Honorary awards, installation of officers,
and Charter Night became annuals
events.
1949 - Michigan Children’s Aid Society
1950 - Ann Arbor Christmas Bureau.  A
yearly birthday party was given for the

folks at the Washtenaw County
Infirmary.
1951- Elderly people in convalescent
homes.  The constitution was revised
and the first Historian appointed.
1952 - Assistance to Jaycees for
National Junior Golf Tournament.  A
Parliamentarian was appointed, and the
constitution again revised to conform to
Robert’s Rules of Order.
1953 - Muscular Dystrophy Association
and University Hospital Polio Respirator
Center.  The Auxiliary was invited to hold
their installation jointly with the men.
1954 - Polio Foundation
1955 - Youth of Ann Arbor
1956 - Mentally Retarded Children
1957 - Senior Citizens Guild
1958 - Senior Citizens Guild
1959 - Michigan Children’s Institute
1960 - Baby Sitting Clinic.  Helpful
Hannah.  Scholarship.
1961 - Ypsilanti State Hospital
1962 - Sullivan school, first year we
assisted JCC’s with Seat Belt Clinic,

School Board Coffee Hours and Senior
Citizens.
1963 - Washtenaw County Hospital and
School Board Coffee hours.  Children’s
Nickel and Dime Fair, March of Dimes,
as well as continuing our Builders Show
Stand.

Other community service projects have
aided numerous worthy groups:
Community Chest, Camperships, UofM
Fresh Air Camp, UNESCO, Annual
Christmas Sing, “Get Out The Vote,”
Red Cross, Family Service, Michigan
Crippled Children’s Society, Mr.
Warnhoff (Ann Arbor’s Santa), Salk
Vaccine program, the Cancer Fund and
Easter Baskets for welfare.  Going hand
in hand with these projects were those
assisting the men’s group, such as Day
at the Farm, Soap Box Derby, Stadium
Stand, catering their dinner meetings,
hostessing at Bosses Night and
community development survey.

Their History (up to 1964)

#: Year: President(s):
1st 1947 Katie Rowe (Jan - May)
2nd 1947-48 Peg Hollowell
3rd 1948-49 Libby Davenport
4th 1949-50 Polly Fuller
5th 1950-51 Jane Maslin
6th 1951-52 Gloria Gilson
7th 1952-53 Jane Fahrner
8th 1953-54 Portia McBride, Barb

Knoff & Toni Jarvis
9th 1954-55 Toni Jarvis
10th 1955-56 Edith Dale
11th 1956-57 Bethal Haner
12th 1957-58 Betty Frakes
13th 1958-59 Rose Holman

#: Year: President(s):
14th 1959-60 Joyce Schairer
15th 1960-61 Dorothy Nobilette
16th 1961-62 Betty Derr
17th 1962-63 Marion Basom
18th 1963-64 Fran Miller
19th 1964-65 Kay Simon Smith
20th 1965-66 Theresa Campbell
21st 1966-67 Sharell Mummery
22nd 1967-68 Lynn Mayer
23rd 1968-69 Edi Bletcher
24th 1969-70 Kay Forsythe
25th 1970-71 Ingrid Sheldon
26th 1971-72 Kathy O’Neill
27th 1972-73 Judy Bell

#: Year: President(s):
28th 1973-74 Susan Peterson
29th 1974-75 Toby Bundy
30th 1975-76 Sophie Mrozinski
31st 1976-77 Tuffin Wagner
32nd 1977-78 Jean Wilkins
33rd 1978-79 Carolyn Tyson
34th 1979-80 Barb Weid
35th 1980-81 Sally Root Tamm
36th 1981-82 Suzanne Butch, Suzie

Philp Northway
37th 1982-83 Linda Talik
38th 1983-84 LuAnne Cellars
39th 1984 Lise Glas

The Michigan Auxiliary was founded in 1944, but the
Ann Arbor chapter was not chartered until 1947.
The actual date is in dispute with historical records
indicating it was either January 22nd or February 5th.
They had annual dues, bylaws, policies, a Board of
Directors and submitted books.  Many times, they
ran programs with the men but they also had their
own projects such as Helping Hands and Buckle Up

Babes.  This continued until July 3, 1984, when the US
Supreme Court ruled unanimously that women
could not be barred from obtaining full membership
into the Jaycees organization.  This decision led to
the Auxiliary being disbanned and women becom-
ing fully inducted into the Jaycee organization.
Below is a speech given in 1964, highlighting some

of their achievements.

Source: Bentley Historic Library records.


